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1\PS Form 10-900 OMB No. l024-0018 
(Rev. 10-90) 

L"nitcd States Department of the Interior 
I'\ational Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM 

1l1is form is for use in nominaLing or requesting Lktcrminat..ions ti}[ individual properties and districts. SL'C instructious III H(w,,­
to Complete Ule National Register of Historic Places Registration Fonn (~at.ional Registcr Bulletin 16A). Complete each item 
by marking "x" in lhe appropriate box or by entering ule information requestOO. If any item does not apply to !.be property being 
u(x:umemed. enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions. architectural c1a$sillcuion. materials, and areas of significance. 
enter only categories and subc..ilegories from ule instructions. Place additIOnal entries and narrative items on continuation sheets 
(NPS Form IO-900a). Use a typewriter. word proce"or, or computer, to complete all items. 

l. Name of Property 

historic name J. Biddle Tenant House 
other names/site number Delaware Survev # N-5064 

2. Location 

street & number l \26 Church Road 
Clty or town _~B"""e",a!...r 

state Delaware code DE county 
zip code 1970 I 

_ 
New Castle 

not for publication _ 
vicinity _X~ 

code __003 

3. State/Federal Agency CertiIication 
A.;; the designated autllOrity under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1996. as amended. [ hereby certify that t11is .~_ 

nominalj()Jl __ request for d~lcrminaLion of eligibility meet" lhe do..:ufficntatlon standards for registering propertie~ in the 
National Register of Historic Place:; and meets tile procedural and profes~ional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my 
opillion. the properly ~_mt\:t<; ~_ docs not meet !..he National Register Criteria. I recommend Ulat this property be conSIdered 
significant _ nationally __ sllllewide _locally. (_ See coruinualll)1l sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying offictal Dale 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
In my opinion, the property ~_ meets does not meet the National Register criteria, ( See 
continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Dale 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I. hereby certify that this property is: 
entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
__ determined eligible for the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
__ determined not eligible for the National Register _ 

See continuation sheet. 
_~ removed from the National Register ~ 

__ othcr (explain): ~ _ 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 



s. Classiflcation 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
---.X... private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check llnly one box) 
_X_ building(s) 

district 
SIte 

structure 
_ object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
_-,7~ buildings 

sites 
structures 

__ objects 
_'_Total 

:"umber of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _0_ 

:"arne of related multlple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 
NA 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 

Domestic SecondarY Structure 
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Secondary Structure 

7. Description 

Architectural ClassilJcarion (Enter categories from Instructions) 
Federal 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation --"b'-'ri"'c"'k 
root" 
walls 

Asphalt Shingle 
A,bestos Siding 

_ 

other wood 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current conditilln of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets. ) 



8. Statement of Si2nifieanee, 

Applicable National Register Criteria (M'\rk "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing) 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the hroad 
pallems of our history, 

B, Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, e)r method of construction 

or represents the work of a master. or possesses high artistlc values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishahle entity whose components lack individual distinction, 

0, Property has yiclueu, or is likely to yielu information important in prehistory or history, 

Criteria Consiuerations (Mark "X" in all the hoxes that apply.) 

A owned hy a religious institution or useu lilr religious purposes. 
B removed from its original location, 
C a hirthplace or a grave, 
o :l cemetery,
 
E a reconstructeu builuing, object, or structure.
 
F a commemorative property.
 
G less than 50 years of :lge or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture & Social History 

Periou of SigniJieance: _-'N-'-A'-'- _ 

Significant Dates: _...!N-'.CA'---- _ 

Signiticant Person (Complete if Cmerion B is markcu above) 

Cultural Affiliatilln 

Are hitecUB uiluer: Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the sigrtilJeance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets, ) 



9. MaJor Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form lln one Or marc continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
_ rrdlrninary determination of individuallisling (36 eFR ri7) ha: been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National RegistC[ 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Hismric American Buildings Sun:cy # 

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record tf _ 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X State Hjstoric Prcservalion Office 
_ Other Stale agency 

Federal agency 
Local government 
UniversIty 
Other 

~;unc of repository: _~ _ 

10. Gcoi!mphical Datu 

Acreage of Property: 2 Acres 
UTM References (Place additional UTIvI references on a ,;ontinuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 18 441700 4385300 3 
2 4 

_X_ See continuation sheet. 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries 01 the property on a contllluation sheet.) 
Boundary Justillcation (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Fonn Prepared By 

name/title: Stephen G. Del SordoiArch. Hist) & Diane Puleo (Historian) 
organization_MAAR Associates_______ date_July 2(XlO _ 
street & number._P.O. Box 655_________ tclephonc_302-368-5777_ 
city or town_Newark stutc_DE_ zip code _19715 _ 

Additionul Documentation 
Submit the following items wilh lbe completed form: 
Continuation Sheets 
\faps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the prop~rty's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large aneage or numerous resources. 
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of tilt: properly. 
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Propcrty Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
 
Namc _
 
Street & Number Telephone _
 

City or Town State Zip Codl~~=~::=;;;="';;;:":':":==:::_::==~===::':':=:;=~ 
P:lr~rv.'"rk R<':duL"tlon Act Sl;llement. ThIs mformallOn ~, beln~ U)11"L~ed (or J.PPllC3lIQn.< Lo [he ~JIlC 'lUll Reg15LCf of H.lslOnc Pla..::e" to nonunaLe prop<'rhes for llslmg ur deteml.lne e]lglbl]\\Y 

tor hsung. to hSI prop.:rnes, ,1IId ~(l amend e.uslmg ilStlJlgS. Ri:<pun.,;i: rcltrus [~GUC;;1 lei r\':'llllrt:d 10 ob am a b<:netit III ~=rdanc.: wllh the ~atlonal Hisll'n ..• PreSt:r\o'a!lOll AL"t. J:> a~nued, ~6 

U.S C. ~71) ~t seq.)
 
E.slllTJ01Led Bu[den SlaleITi<:lll PubliC rep<lrtll11i\ bunkn ior (tus i~'rI1\ i" e"lllllirt':J (u a-e,JIi\O: 18.] hour.; per respon.>e llldudlllg the tlITi<: I-or R'VleWl~ 1.ll:llnJ,.~10[J.';. galhenng ~lllJ :nallUalnlll!o\ dala .
 

.md compkllrlli; ~nd re"leWln!! tho: t"orm. Dlrel.1 C<lrnrTJ::n.r.; re~A!dll\~ lhlS l'>urtlt:n. eSll[j""glC or an} dSp<'C" of IhL~ form to the C11id. AdrrullHlr-.llIVc' )el"lct:s UI'I"lon. \JIlonai I-'J.rl,; Sel'-u::e. r .,J.
 
13m. 371::1, W''''h,n!,-1lJn. L)C :~:~.Il3· 7\ ~7. ,InJ Iht: Uffi..", 01 \Linagell~nl .mJ ElU'!li;d. r"Jrerwork R~ JUCllO[J., Pr')Ject I 1u2+-(YJ 18 J. Wil.>hlllg!t)ll, rx' ::r)S'J:;.
 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINlJAnON SHEET 

Section 7 Page l J. Biddle Tenant House 
name of property 

New Castle County, Delaware 
countvand Sta:e 

The J, Biddle Tenant House is a three-bay, side-passage, tWl1-stl1ry frame building on a briek 

!tJUndation. The building was built during tbe middk of tbe nineteentb century as a tenant bouse. 

The exterior is covered witb !lat-edge asbestos siding. Tbat material was applied over brick-pattern 

aspbalt paper whicb, in tum, covers weatberboard siding. The weatberboard siding is in two patterns. 

The first is a late ninetcentb-century Gennan l1r novelty siding and the second is a !lat weatherboard 

siding. The brick foundation bas been parged with cement and tbe bond of the brick is not visible. 

The windows are a combination of I l1ver I double-hung sasb and 2 over 2 double-hung sash. The 

windows have plain wOl1d surrounds. The modern wood door also has a plain wood surround. The 

only windows that are ornamented are the gable end windows and a window on the rear porch. 

These windows have arched wood lintels. 

The gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. It is unclear what the original roofing material might 

have been !tJr this building. The roof has a box cornic<~. There is a single interior-gable end chimney 

set Just before the ridge line of the house. 

There is a full poreh on the front of the building of whieh two-thirds has been enclosed to provide 

additional living space. There is a full porch across the side of the building. Both porches have 

poured-concrete !loors and modern replacement pOSts. 

There is a one-story, shed-roofed addition l1n the re,l!' of the building. This addition has a cinder­

bll1ck foundation. 

Behind the house, there is a single-story, cinder-block storage building or workshop. It has a nat 

roof. There are no l1ther buildings on the property. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section _8_ Page _1_ 1. Biddle Tenant House 
name of property 

Kew Castle Coun tv. Delaware 
eountv and State 

The 1. Biddle Tenant House at 1126 Church Road is not eligible for listing in the National Register 

of Historic Places because of recent interior and exterior :Jlterations that reduce the integrity of the 

building. In addition, the associated agrieultur:Jl buildings have been removed from the property. 

The Biddle family was the primary owner of the property until the end of the first quarter of the 

twentieth century. In 1854, Stephen Biddle died intestate: he left behind his wife and four children 

- John, James, Thomas, and Araminda (who was married tn Edward Dnwney). In 1895, after their 

mother died, John Biddle petitioned the Orphans Court to allow him to purchase his siblings' share 

of the property. After determining the property cnuld not be partitioned, the Court ordered the sale 

of the property at a public auctinn. The auction was held in the City of New Castle. at which John 

Biddle was the "highest and best bidder" -he purchased the 125-acre property fnr $3.121.23 (New 

Castle Cn. OC M:2). "1. Biddle" is noted as the owner or the property on 1868 and 1881 maps. 

The area surrounding the Biddle's farm was predominantly rural. Scharf"s History ofDelaware notes 

that much of tertile soil of New Castle Hundred was under cultivation at the time. and that "outside 

of the pursuits connected with agriculture, there are but few interests which engage the attention nf 

the penple of New Castle Hundred" (Scharf 1888: 852). The 1880 Agricultural Census of Delaware 

noted that John Biddle rented (for a share of the products) a farm consisting of one hundred and sixty 

acres of tilled or improved land. and fIfteen acres of woodland. Like the majority of farms in New 

Castle Hundred, the primary crops grown on John Biddle's farm were Indian corn, oats, wheat, 

potatoes, and hay. The larm also produced a large cunount of butter. Deborah Biddle, perhaps the 

widow nf Stephen Biddle, was the entry prior to John Biddle in the 1880 Agricultural Census of 

Delaware. She was noted as the owner of a farm eonsisting of one hundred acres of tilled or 

improved land, and twenty-fIve acres of woodland nr forest, which produced sinlliar crops to lohn 

Biddle's. Perhaps Jnhn Biddle expanded the nperation of his mother's farm by renting acreage on 

an adjoining farm. According to research done on agricultural tenancy in Delaware, it was nOt 

unusual for a tenant to occupy morc than nne piece of land in order to maximize crop yields and 

protlt (Siders ct al.: 3). 
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New Castle Countv. Delaware 
C:lJuntvand State 

The Biddle family owned the property until 1924. whc:n Clarence and Hannah Gray (Hannah Gray 

was John Biddle's daughter) sold the I 25-acre farm to Eugene Cleaver, of St. Georges Hundred 

(New Castle Co Deed Book 2:32). The Cleaver's owned the property until 1932, after whic:h the 

property changed hands several times. Harvey and Estella Jewell purchased the property in 1938 

(New Castle Co. DB FA1) and are responsible for the current 119.87-acre configuration of the 

property. Around 1949, they built themselves a new home on Eve acres of the property. and sold the 

remaining acreage to the Haines in 1950 (New Castle CO. Deed Book Y:49). They gave their 

daughter. Helen AstolE-Webber, half an acre out of their 5-acre property to build a home next door. 

Ms. Astolli-Webber sold her half-acre property when her parents moved to South Carolina and 

purchased their 5-acre property. She continues to live there and provided valuable insight into the 

recent history of the property. 

Ms. I\$tolli-Webber's parents operated the farm until 1950 when they sold it to the Haines. They 

grew staple crops, such as com, wheat, and hay, in order to support their dairy farm, from which they 

sold milk. Ms. Asto1ti-Webber recalled a large bam on the property, corncribs. and a large storage 

shed for hay. Streams ran through the property prior to its development, and a "Carolina" ­

apparently a rare type of spring-fed pond that i$ perfectly round and very shallow - was located in 

one of the fields. Ms. Astolli-Webber recalled that the dwelling had German siding (now covered 

by asbestos shingle), and that a bay, located in the northwest facade, was later removed by the 

Haines. The interior had an open stair with a turned newel post. 

The current tenants have resided on the property for approximately thirty years, and arc responsible 

for partially enclosing the porch. changing the interior layout, and enelosing the stair. The owner. 

Old Coach Corporation, acquired the property in 1972 from Anderson-Stokes Mobile Homes, Inc., 

who was responsible for the partial development of the property into a Mobile Home Park, named 

Waterford (New Castle Co. Deed Book W-85). 
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Helen Asto ttl-Webber. (daughter of Harveyilld Estella Jewell) 
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New Castle Cluntv, Delawarc 
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The bounds l()r the survey and cvaluation of the J. Biddle Tenant Housc are an arbitrary square that 

encloses two acres around the housc and the modem outbuilding behind the house. This property 

is part of a larger tract of land that has been suggested lor development for a number of years and that 

already includes a mobile-home park on part of the tract. The two-acre square was chosen as a 

boundary for study because it includes the house and cutbuilding. At one time, there were a number 

of agricultural buildings associated with this propcrty: including at least onc largc barn. It is unclcar 

where these former buildings were located. Thereforc, this suggested two-acre boundary is only 

designed to provide a study area around the housc ard outbuilding. 
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Ph"lO lnfurmation 

TI,e f,IJlowing infllfmatil1l1 applies to all photographs: 

1. Name of Pwperty: J. Biddle Tenant House 

2. County and State: New Castle County, Delaware 

3. l\ame of Phll1ographer: Stephen DclSordo 

4. Date of Photograph: 6/12/00 

5. LllcatJon of Negatives: Delaware HPO 

PLATE l: View uf South Facade, Facmg I\'ortheast 

PLATE 2: Northwest View of Property, FaClrrg Southeast 

PLATE J: Northeast view of Property, Facing Southwest 

PLATE",: Southeast View of House, Facing\lonhwest 

PLATE 5: View of North Wall in Living Room, Showing Enclosed Stair, Facing North 

PLATE 6: View of East Wall in Living Room Showing Entry and Openings, Facing East 

PLATE7: View of Dining Roum, Showing P01ch Entry, Taken from Living Room. Facmg West 

PLATE 8: View of Area Behind Huuse, Facin;! Southwest 
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J. BIDDLE TENANT FARM (N-S064) 
1126 CHURCH ROAD 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY, DELAWARE 
FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
DRAWN BY RICHARD L. GREEN 
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